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The Secretary suggested that the substance of the 
January 20th message be referred to Brown and Wilson 
privately. I should indicate that we are in contact 
with Hanoi but I am not permitted to reveal the place 
of the contact. If they press me on this I am to ask 
instructions from the Secretary. 

I should discuss in some detail the recent develop- 
ments in Cairo and New Ddhi indicating our attempts to 
keep these channels open, but our desire tomaintain 
serious communication through our direct contact to 
Hanoi. 

I am to point out to Brown and Wilson that thus far 
we have gotten no evidence that Hanoi is ready to do any 
more but listen to what we have to say. They have not 
gone beyond their four-points and five-points and refer- 
ence to their willingness to talk if we stop bombing. In 
essence, what we have learned from our private channel is 
less definitive than what various people are reading into 
Hanoi’s public utterances. 

Wilson and Brown should be told that our private 
channel to Hanoi is not a matter to be raised with the 
Russians. We don't know just what the Russians know about 
these talks but we are inclined to believe they know they- 
exist. However, if Kosygin does raise the issue I should 
indicate to the British that as co-Chairmen they should be 
prepared to discuss the substance of the issues involved. 


Brown should be encouraged to stand firmly on the fact 
that an exchange of talk's ffor >a bombing pause is not suffi- 
cient. He should not go beyond the Phase A-Phase B formula 


roffi&EffET- 


NODIS 


I 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF T1IE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 




Thus far, we have no indication that Hanoi has ordered 
any reciprocal action in exchange for our ten-mile limit 
(we know of new movements through the DMZ, we are still 
counting the usual number of trucks, our information 
about infiltration is spotty and we are not sure yet 
whether, despite Alsog there has been a decline). 

I should refer to the long and detailed Rusk/Dobrynin 
talk of 6 January and point out that the Secretary asked Dob- 
rynin what the Russians would do if we stopped bombing. Thus 
far, we have had no reply to this. 

The British should press Kosygin as hard as they can 
on the China situation. They should suggest that Soviet 
responsibility and influence for a settlement has increased 
in the light of the situation in China. They should also 
stress that Moscow should be ready to underwrite Hanoi in 
the event that Hanoi, by negotiating, compromises its posi- 
tion with Peking. 

With respect to the British request that we extend the 
bombing pause through Kosygin's visit, I should indicate 
that the President and Secretary are aware of this and will 
give it careful consideration. They must recognize that we 
have an obligation to protect the security of our own forces 
and actions taken by the North Vietnamese during Tet may re- 
quire our resuming bombing on schedule. Brown should be in- 
formed in any case that the Secretary will be in touch with 
him during the early phase of Tet on the matter of a bombing 
extension. If Kosygin raises the subject of a bombing ex- 
tension during Tet, Brown should indicate that he has no 
information on our intentions and inform us as soon as 
possible of Kosygin's interest. 

I am to indicate to Brown and Wilson that we would be 
interested in having them explore with the Russians any 
kind of machinery that could give us something to work with 
as a preli mi nary to negotiations: the two co-chairmen, the 

two co-chairmen plus the ICC, or a more effective ICC. 



REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF TUE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


-NODIS 


On the issue of the NLF participation, the Secretary 
referred to Point 13 of the 14 Points and his own TV 
interview with the British. In connection with that inter- 
view, the Secretary asked me to tell Brown that he was 
prepared to give the British a pat on the back for their 
role but he could not get a relevant question on this out 
of his interviewers. The Secretary asked me to find out 
the British views on the value of that TV program. 

I am to ask the British to probe the Russians on the 
question of confining our bombing to supply routes. 
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